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dent Bush singled out
Iran, North Korea,
and Iraq̶“an axis
of evil”̶as the
states most
threatening to the
United States. 6. Of
the three, Iraq
seemed the easiest
mark, a pushover for
Secretary
Rumsfeld’s lean,
high-tech military.
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foreign policy. Under
Reagan, the U.S.
deployed troops to
Nicaragua to quell the
populist Sandinista
movement against the
Nicaraguan
government (an ally
of the U.S.). The
government directed
the CIA to train count
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“contras,” to fight
the Sandinistas.
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but it had less impact
because it was
provided indirectly.
Bush observed, "It
was too bad that
Ronald Reagan only
read the intelligence
at his leisure after he
became President.
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